
Although the annual
number of people
who died in road

traffic accidents in
Europe has fallen
over many years,
the distribution of

the annual number
by month has

scarcely changed.
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The distribution of
fatalities by month

varies considerably
from country to

country.
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Average number of fatalities per year, 2005-092

EU-14 EU-2
m BE 1.023 Czech Republic 

k DK 350 Germany 
IE 333 Estonia 
EL 1.587 Latvia 
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FR 4.639 Malta 
IT 5.116 Poland 
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FI 344 
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a are used as a proxy for 2009 data for IE and SE
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CZ 1.109 
DE 4.806 
EE 160 
LV 279 
HU 1.126 
MT 13 
PL 5.256 
RO 2.775 
SI 240 
SK 574 

Source: CARE database / EC
Date of query: November 2011
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The distribution of
fatalities by month
tends to vary most
in Central Europe

and least in
Western Europe.
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The proportion of
fatalities occurring
in daylight varies
seasonally, which

probably affects the
seasonality of the

fatality distribution.
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The distribution of
weather conditions
at the time of fatal
accidents varies

considerably
between countries.
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detailed analysis of geographic variatio
es a different form of presentation. This is
ther condition by Figure 5, which compa
and the three Scandinavian countries.

ent the South of Europe, the Scan
ent the North (a different selection m
d slightly in detail).The proportion of fatali
lightly greater in Spain (85% compare
tion in snow is predictably much lower.

Monthly proportion of fatalities by weather and country, 2005

ata are used as a proxy for 2009 data for SE So
Dat

of Transport

portant way of grouping casualties is by t
6 shows that the seasonality for severa

he overall pattern. Relatively many motorc
er, and relatively few in the winter, whi

pattern are similar but less for moped rid
variations are probably the result of the

heeled vehicles to travel when the weathe
increase in pedestrian fatalities from 6,3%

o 12,4% in December is probably more
oup ‘others’ consists mainly of occupan
and coaches.

an Mar May Jul Sep Nov Jan

ES

other

snow

fog or mist

rain

dry

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Jan Mar M

European Commission,
port 5 / 12

on in the CARE data
s illustrated in the case
ares the distributions in

Spain is selected to
dinavian countries to
ight yield results that
ties in dry conditions is

ed with 83%), but the

y, 2005-2009 

 
ource: CARE database / EC
e of query: November 2011

heir mode of transport.
al groups differs clearly
cyclists are killed in the
le deviations from the

ders and pedal cyclists.
preference by riders of

er is better. The reason
% of the annual total in
complex. In Figure 6,

nts of goods vehicles,

May Jul Sep Nov Jan

DK+FI+SE

other

snow

fog or mist

rain

dry



T

Motorcycling is the
mode of transport

with the most
seasonal fatality

distribution.
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Monthly proportion of fatalities by mode of transport, E

are used as a proxy for 2009 data for IE and SE So
Dat
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Seasonal variation
is less on urban

roads than on rural
roads and

motorways.

Seasonal variation
is greatest for

fatalities occurring
in the 10pm-4am

period and least for
the 4am-10am

period.
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Monthly proportion of fatalities by type of road, EU-24 2

are used as a proxy for 2009 data for IE and SE So
Dat
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The seasonal
variation of fatalities

is greater on
Sundays than on
other days of the

week.
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eographic range of the seasonality of fata
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ree Scandinavian countries. The Spani
limited variation by month about th
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The seasonal
variation of fatalities

depends upon
gender as well as

age.
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The seasonal
variation of fatalities
by age and gender

differs widely across
Europe.

Figure 13
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: Monthly proportion of fatalities by age in selected countries, 2005

So
Dat

ear differences in the seasonal variation o
r seen in Figure 13 are likely to be influen
patterns of the national populations. 
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